The Vision for Region 17

(As seen through the eyes of its Superintendent of Schools)
 

As we, Region 17, measure ourselves against the world’s best, we are a place where all students grow to be knowledgeable, self-directed, lifelong learners and ethical, responsible citizens.
Region 17 is a place where serving and caring for all children are at the heart of the organization; where compassion and respect for everyone is embedded in our culture. Social greetings, smiles and exchanges of courtesy and good will are commonplace.
Region 17 is a place of high expectation that demands participation in academics, the arts, sports, competitions, community service projects and more; where obstacles are removed, enabling all to excel to their fullest potential; where strengths and responsible risk taking are valued and used to increase student learning.
Region 17 is a place where information on student achievement and social emotional growth is routinely collected, analyzed and used to improve instructional programs and services.
Region 17 is a place where teaching and learning occurs anywhere at any time and involves everyone.  Teaching and learning experiences occur well beyond the school walls and school day.  Individual talents are nurtured, developed and celebrated.
Region 17 is a place where technology is integrated into teaching and learning and aids in developing efficiencies.
Region 17 is a place where buildings and grounds are always safe, clean, well cared for and regularly used by the school and the communities we serve.
Region 17 is a place where stakeholders - students, parents, community and staff - collaborate to make contributions that strengthen the community; where students benefit from the commitment of parents and the wider community.
Region 17 is a place that operates with the highest degree of ethics, values and morals and is committed to maintaining the trust of the communities that we serve. 
Region 17 is a place that invites rigorous review and accepts high levels of accountability so that growth and the drive for excellence may continue and the district is not only measured against the world’s best but becomes a standard against which others can measure themselves.
Region 17 believes that “Success Is Our Only Option” and failure to achieve our vision is not acceptable.
Gary S. Mala, Superintendent of Schools, August 29, 2006
