
coast city like Los Angeles.  

I took a piece of paper to 

a globe and it became clear 

why Chicago makes sense.  

Give it a try.  Use the edge 

of a piece of paper or a 

piece of string.  I think 

youõll find that the dis-

tance between LA and Bei-

jing and Chicago and Bei-

jing is not as much as you 

think, though you have to 

fly northwest in a curve to 

southwest instead of 

straight west.  We ended 

up going north of Alaska in 

order to end up at a city 

south of Chicago.  

 We should be ar-

riving around 2:30 AM 

Haddam time, 2:30 PM in 

Beijing.  Mrs. Pitoniak and 

I will be having dinner this 

evening when our bodies 

are telling us to eat break-

fast!  

 

Monday (4/19) in Dongying  

 Mrs. Pitoniak and I 

enjoyed our first day at 

the Chenyang School.  A 

group of third graders 

joined us with the principal 

and many of the teachers.  

We exchanged gifts and 

the students had some 

questions for us.  After 

the meeting we were in-

vited to fly kites with the 

fifth graders.  It was so 

much fun!  They often fly 

kites for PE class.  

 After school, which 

ended at 4:40 PM, Mrs. 

Pitoniak and I stayed with 

different host families.  I 

stayed with the Jiang fam-

ily and their daughter 

Yuge.  She is a second 

grader.  I put up some pic-

tures of us playing games 

and making dinner to-

gether.  They are so nice.  

Tomorrow we go back to 

the school and then will 

stay with a different fam-

ily tomorrow night.  

 

Tuesday (4/20) in Dongying   

  We had another 

wonderful day in Dongying.  

Today Mrs. Pitoniak and I 

went to the school and saw 

many classrooms.  We also 
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 Burr District Elementary School  

 Since Mr. Larson is 

still catching up from his 

trip to China, please enjoy 

these excerpts from his 

travel diary, which is also 

available on the RSD 17 

website.  

 

April 15, 8 AM Beijing time  

April 14, 8 PM Haddam 

time  

 (Iõm not sure what 

time it is where we are 

now.)  We are about to en-

ter Russian air space.  As a 

child of the cold war, that 

always had an ominous 

sound to it, but now must 

be pretty normal.  

 We have crossed 

over the international 

dateline and are about to 

be over the 3rd of what 

will eventually be 5 coun-

tries:  USA, Canada, Rus-

sia, Mongolia, and finally 

China.  A few people were 

surprised to find out when 

I told them we would fly 

from Chicago to Beijing, 

instead of from a west 

Remember to vote on May 4th  

watched the students 

exercising together 

as a whole school.  It 

was really neat.  Right 

after the exercises, 

we were invited to 

play ping-pong with a 

few of the elementary 

students.  The boy I 

played with was very 

good ð if we were 

keeping score he defi-

nitely would have won.  

 

Continued on Page 8) 

Cougar Cub News  



Health Office Notes  

Concert time is here!  The 4 th  Grade Spring Concert will be held on Thursday, May 13 th  at 6:30 pm in the BES 

all purpose room.  All 4 th  graders will be participating in the chorus, and many instrumentalists will perform in-

dividual and small group selections.  Concert attire is òSunday Best.ó 

 

 The 4 th  Grade Band will perform at a special concert on Thursday, May 26 th  at 6:30 pm in the HKMS Audito-

rium.  Concert attire is Black and White (black on bottom, white on top).  Further information regarding this 

district -wide 4 th  Grade Band Concert will go home soon!  

 

 The 3 rd  Grade Concert will be help at a date TBA in June.  I will send home a notice as soon as the date is se-

lected.  The concert will be held at 2:30 pm in the cafeteria at Burr.  All 3 rd  graders are welcome to attend 

both the Burr Spring Concert on May 13 th  and the 4 th  Grade Band Concert at HKMS on the 26 th  of May.  This 

would be a great opportunity for the children to see what they can accomplish in grade four!!  
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Music 

 With the arrival of spring and the warmer weather, children tend to be much more active.  With that 

increase in activity comes the potential for physical injuries.  On that note, I would like to remind you that if 

your child has an injury that excludes him from participating in recess or physical education class, a signed 

note from your childõs physician indicating this exclusion is required.  Also, if your child gets injured at home 

and requires medical care, communication with me is extremely helpful in order to plan more appropriately for 

your child.  

 Please remember these important safety tips for outdoor play.  

When riding a bike, skateboard, roller skates, scooter, etc as well as any motorized vehicle such as a 

dirt bike or quad, children NEED TO WEAR A HELMET.   Absolutely no exceptions should be 

made.  A helmet will save a childõs life if he/she should fall and hit his/her head.  Over 300,000 

children a year are seen in the emergency room for accidents related to the above.  With out a hel-

met for protection, a child can sustain a serious head injury that may impact the rest of his/her 

life or even result in death.  So even if it is a short trip, a helmet needs to be worn at all times.  

When going to the playground after school hours :  Parents can help prevent playground injuries by tak-

ing some precautions, ensuring that there is adequate adult supervision at the playground, and mak-

ing sure that the equipment is appropriate to a childõs age and ability.  Please be sure that children 

use the playground equipment properly.  Children are not always capable of foreseeing dangerous 

situations by themselves.  If an injury does occur, an adult can assist the child and administer first 

aid right away.  

 

 Spring is also a time for the start of many outdoor team sports.  Sharing of helmets in sports can lead to lice 

exposure.  If possible, your child should have his/her own helmet.  If that is not feasible, please talk to your 

childõs coach about the possibility of only one or two children sharing a helmet.  Also, please encourage children 

not to share hats, combs, or hair accessories with their friends or teammates.  And donõt forget to check your 

childõs head periodically especially if your child reports an itchy head. 



Kindergarten  
 Where did April go?   With 

a day off at the beginning of the 

month, and then a week of Spring 

vacation, this month has flown by.  

We all hope you had a chance to 

relax and enjoy some extra time 

together with your family.  

 

 The children have been 

enjoying the nice weather and be-

ing outside, and itõs wonderful to 

be able to line up, and be on our 

way, without putting on gloves and 

hats, and other winter gear.  

Weõre talking about our last season 

of the school year now ð examining 

how our tree looks, and talk-

ing/drawing/writing about what we 

like to do in spring, and what kinds 

of clothes we wear!  We all en-

joyed a spring celebration right 

before vacation!  

 

 During spring vacation, Mr. 

Larson and Mrs. Pitoniak traveled 

to China, and we have been keeping 

track of them on their trip 

through their writings and talking 

with them via the computer.  It 

has been fun, a great way to use 

our maps, and to learn about 

friends in another part of the 

world.  Each of the kindergarten 

classes put together a book to 

show  what they do in Kindergar-

ten that traveled to China for our 

Chinese friends.  Weõre excited to 

hear more about their exciting 

trip to China!!!  

 

 On April 28, the kinder-

garten classes hosted the monthly 

Community Meeting.  Since April is 

Poetry Month, that was our theme.  

The children have been listening to 

poems, and writing some, as well.  

Mrs. Albert, one of our Music 

teachers has been working with 

some dances with our students, 

and a group of students from each 

class worked together and per-

formed a dance for the school.  

The children all had fun, were very 

proud of themselves, and were so 

excited to be on stage!  

 

 With the end of April, 

comes May right around the cor-

ner!  Moms, please keep Friday, 

May 7, open for a very special 

celebration!!!  
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Grade 1  

 The month of April is a welcome sign of spring with many changes going on, not only outside but within 

the walls of the first grade classes. It is a very exciting time to watch our children òbloomó in school. The chil-

dren have become great readers, writers and mathematicians! The first graders had fun celebrating Earth Day 

and it was a good way for all of us to remember how important it is to keep the Earth clean!  


