
 Burr District Elementary School  

are not magicians or 

prophets, but speaking for 

myself I think weôre in it 

to be close to those mira-

cles. 

 

Speaking of the science of 

education, you may have 

some questions about how 

students learn how to read 

or why we use certain ob-

jects to teach mathematics 

or on how we are concen-

trating on our writing in-

struction this year.  You 

may be interested in why 

some students may strug-

gle how to learn to read 

and what we do to help 

them.  Perhaps you are 

just curious why our stu-

dents go out to recess be-

fore lunch instead of the 

way most schools sched-

ule.  Our School Improve-

ment Team thought there 

may be questions that par-

ents have out there and we 

invite you to submit them 

to me.  Please send them 

in or email me at elar-

son@rsd17.org.  Weôll 

figure out the best way to 

get the questions and an-

swers out.   

 

Finally, just a reminder 

about our initiatives to try 

to stay as healthy as pos-

sible this year.  We teach 

to cough into our sleeves 

instead of hands (try it 

and youôll wonder why 

your mother ever taught 

you to cover your hands 

with germs every time 

you were sick.)  We prac-

tice frequent hand wash-

ing and encourage 20 sec-

onds of scrubbing.  We 

disinfect our door handles 

every night.  However, 

you remain one of the 

most important players in 

this effort.  Please make 

sure that if your child is 

ill, they stay home and do 

not return until they have 

been fever-free for 24 

hours without medica-

tion.  I expect that we 

will continue to be 

dogged by illness for a 

while and may see an-

other spike in the win-

ter as viruses follow 

their normal seasonal 

cycles, but if we can 

practice these precau-

tions we should be 

able to limit the dis-

ruptions to our school. 

 

Eric Larson 
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Dear BES Family, 

 

As I am writing this, I 

am dressed up as Albus 

Dumbledore awaiting 

our Halloween afternoon 

excitement.  Each year 

the office chooses a 

theme and tells me how 

to dress.  This year 

though, it got me think-

ing of the magic of child-

hood.  It is so exciting to 

see the faces of the chil-

dren we share as they 

experience our world and 

learn in our school.  

Early in my career as a 

teacher I used to watch 

the first graders across 

the hall learn how to 

read.  ñItôs like magic.ò I 

thought.  They come into 

school and, POOF, they 

are able to read in a cou-

ple of years.  Well, fif-

teen years of training in 

the science of reading 

education has dispelled 

some of that, but the 

twinkle that I see in the 

eyes of our kindergarten-

ers and first graders as 

they begin to decode 

those symbols on the 

page is still enchanting.  

Educators, like parents, 

 

Prof. Larsondore 
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Over the last two weeks we have seen a rise in the number of children who have influenza like illness 

symptoms which include a fever above 100.0 F, with a sore throat or cough.  Our absentee rate this past week 

averaged 10%.  Please be reassured that I am closely monitoring this situation at all of the schools in our dis-

trict and working closely with the health districts that support our towns to keep you all informed.  Please re-

fer to the H1N1 link on the districtõs main webpage for up to date information. 

  We remain committed to actively practicing prevention strategies.  This little òNO GERMSó acronym 

may help us all remember those important things we can do.  

  

Never share cups, food or eating utensils  

Only eat healthy snacks  

Get a good nightõs sleep 

Eat breakfast every morning  

REMEMBER TO WASH HANDS OFTEN (ITõS THE BEST DEFENSE!) 

Minimize stress  

SNEEZE INTO YOUR ELBOW (NOT YOUR HANDS!!!) or a tissue to avoid spreading germs.  

 

 I appreciate all your efforts to follow our illness guidelines. Another important way to contain this illness 

is to remember to keep sick children home until they have been fever free for 24 hours without the aid of 

medication.   Communication between school and home is critical when your child is absent.   PLEASE REMEM-

BER TO CALL SCHOOL WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT.   My direct extension is 158 and you can always 

leave a message before school starts at that extension.  

 

  

    DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE?  

 Healthy kids do well in school.  Is your child protected by health insurance?  Many working families in 

Connecticut can get HUSKY health coverage for children.  If your child is not covered by health insurance cov-

erage please consider this low cost or free program.  Many people donõt realize that this coverage is available 

and are not taking advantage of it.  Please donõt leave healthcare coverage to chance.   If you think you are 

interested or may qualify PLEASE call the HUSKY information hotline at 1 -877 -284 -8759.  

 

**************************************************  

 

Please be advised that this month children will be undergoing physical fitness test-
ing during gym class.  If your child has asthma and may need an inhaler for this ac-
tivity please be sure that I have a signed medication authorization form on file and 
an inhaler in the health office. 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE  



Volume VI, Issue  4  Page 3 

 Burr Library Media Center  

 The Summer Reading Jour-

nals have been collected and the 

contents tallied and sent to Gover-

nor Rellõs office. 

 This year, 50% of our stu-

dents returned their Governorõs 

Challenge Booklet, or the reading 

booklet from the Brainerd Summer 

Reading Program.  Unfortunately, 

thatõs 9% less than last year. The 

average number of books read per 

participating student was 20. Con-

gratulations to the 126 students 

who did read and return their   

Governorõs Reading Challenge jour-

nals.  

 Parents are always welcome 

to visit Burr Library and borrow 

books to read to their children.  

 This month our white 

shelves will display Thanksgiving 

books as well as books about the 

election process.  

 Any Burr student who has a 

collection he/she would like to have 

featured in the libraryõs locked dis-

play cases is welcome to do so.  

Please let Mrs. Coleman or Mrs. 

Shimoda know and weõll figure out 

a month when the items may be 

exhibited.  Everyone enjoys seeing 

our studentsõ collections. 

 Weõre still collecting Box 

Tops for Education. Thank you all 

who have been so faithful about 

sending these items into the li-

brary. And a HUGE thank you to 

Mrs. Laura Madore who has been 

collecting and sending in  our Box-

Tops since her high school son, 

Robbie, was a Burr student.  

LEAP    into fall 2009  

 

    

 The Learning and Enrichment activities this fall carried out by small pull-out groups from second, 
third and fourth grade include: exploring and visualizing home location, community, and the world through 
maps and globes (2nd grade); researching the arctic environment and animal adaptation along with endan-
gered species and habitats (3rd grade); discovering Connecticutôs shoreline history through lighthouses 
and analyzing information on Connecticutôs notable champion trees (4th grade). 

 Our new program includes weekly enrichment for regular classroom small groups (2-6th grades). 
The students are extending their understanding of current math and language arts concepts and applying 
skills in focus areas. 

 LEAP does have some costumes that are available for classroom activities using skits or short 
plays. Your wonderful PTO at Burr has contributed to this resource. Teachers, let me know if you are inter-
ested. 

  The fourth grade is participating in a pen pal cultural exchange with the United Kingdom. The stu-
dents are excited about the chance to learn how other children live and experience school life. LEAP will 
continue to promote enquiry and discovery to engage school-wide interests throughout the year. So keep 
tuned!  
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What a busy two months weõve had 

in the Preschool! The children have stud-

ied signs for family, farm animals, and Hal-

loween. 

 We have completed many 

fun projects, read lots of our favorite 

books, learned finger plays, and songs. 

What wonderful singers they are!  

 I am very pleased with how 

well the children have learned to play co-

operatively with each other.  

 Thanks again for sharing 

your children with us.  

    

   Mrs. Spielman  

PreSchool 

Kindergarten  
October has found the Kindergarten classes working very hard while having a ton of fun!  We took our first 

field trip to Roseõs Berry Farms in Glastonbury where the children had fun picking pumpkins, enjoying cider and 

cookies.  We had fun learning about pumpkins and how they are part of the squash family.  They even got to 

play at their outdoor play area.  Thank you to all our chaperones that assisted us on our trip.  Thank you also to 

Stop & Shop of Clinton for providing us with the recycle bags that held our pumpkins.  

 

 We continue to work on letter identification and the sounds letters make.  The children have adjusted nicely 

to the routines of Kindergarten and are enjoying buying lunch in the cafeteria just like the big kids!  We are 

working on sorting in math and will be moving onto graphing soon.  

 

 We will be hosting a ôFamily Read Nightó on Thursday, November 12th  from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  We hope that all 

will be able to attend, especially since you can 

bring your kindergartener with you!  

 

 We enjoyed marching in our parade on October 

30 th .  We had some amazing costumes this year!! 

Each class also carved pumpkins and counted the 

seeds, making groups of 10!  We even roasted the 

seeds and the children enjoyed trying them after 

they were roasted.  Thank you to all our families 

who helped to make our fall celebrations in the 

classroom after the parade such a success.  

 

 The Kindergarten Team,  

 
Mrs. Molloy, Mrs. Pitoniak, Mrs. Zeidler  


