Welcome Back!

I always look forward to get-
ting back to school. We had
such a great stari! It has been
fun to walk around and see the
students and teachers getting
to know one another. The
students expressed their ex-
citement to be back in school
{although there were a few
sleepy yawns in between).

If you are a new par-
ent/guardian to our school, |
would like to extend a special
welcome to you and encourage
you to attend our Open House
event for K or 1-4 and the Sep-
tember PTO meeting, We look
forward to your active in-
volvement in your child’s
school!

Some time this week you will
receive a number of docu-
ments that need to be reviewed
andfor completed. Please note
that the Emergency Contact
Sheet is of the utmost impor-
tance. We ask that you fill it
out completely and legibly.
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You will also be receiving the Ele-
mentary Schools Student Hand-
books and we hope that you will
take some time to review that in-
formation. Please pay special at-
tention to the Inclement Weather
Schedule and Scheduled #Haif
Days. We would especially like to
emphasize that one of our major
concerns is appropriate footwear,
Students should come to school
with footwear that allows them to
fully participate in recess activities
and to walk around the school
comfortably. Students are not al-
lowed to wear flip-flops, slipper-
type shoes (without a back strap),
or high heels. Please read the stu-
dent dress code/guidelines on
pages 12-13 for more information.
Special note: the elementary school
exceptions mentioned for outer-
wear and headcovering apply only
to keeping those items in the class-
room, not the wearing of the items
in school,

Last year our PTO designed a dis-
missal form that can be
downloaded at :

http://www.rsd17.org/hes/
resources,shtml

We ask that you use that form
to communicate your child’s
transportation changes. Asa
district we are moving toward a
standardized way of communi-
cating pick-up/bus changes, A
similar form will be used at the
other elementary schools and
middle school, Thanks in ad-
vance for your cooperation!

Last year we also started a
“Compliment Board” in which
any member of our school com-
munity can ¢compliment another
on a “job well done”. You can
find the compliment brick tem-
plate under the resource tab of
our website. I encourage you to
send one in when you think of it
to heip us to continue to build a
strong community !

Special Welcome To New Staff!

This year we have been

Joined by:

*  Mrs, Jessica DeAngelo,
Special Education
(374" grade)

¢ Mrs. Celeste Formica,
Kindergarten Teacher

*  Mrs. Eileen Grunenwald,
Paraprofessional

*  Mr. Bryan Kercharsky, .

Elementary Teaching &
Learning Specialist
(Districtwide)

*  Mrs. Donna Pecoraro,
3" grade Teacher

¢ Mprs. Lisa Stankiewicz,
Paraprofessional

Mrs. Robyn Webb,
Building Substitute

We welcome them to HES
and wish them a wonderfu)
school year!
Congratulations to our

school counselor, Stacey
Rossignol on her recent

summer nuptial, She is now
Mrs. Stacey Mahoney.
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Special points of interest:

REMINDERS:

Rolling Backpacks are no
longer allowed in the RSD
17 Elementary Schools,

School Lunch is now $2.75

For safety reasons, please
use the crosswalk during pick
up and drop off of students.

Septembepr 15th
Kindergarten Ringing-In & Qpen

House 5:00-6:00p.m.

September 22nd
Open House for Grades 1-4

6:00-7:15 p.m,

September 23rd
PTO Meeting @ 6:45p.m.

September 29th
PICTURE DAY!
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

*  Our school office is open be-
tween the hours of 8:00 am and
4:30pm '

¢ Student hours are from
8:40a.m. — 3:25p.m.

o Please use the Dismissal Form
(found on our website under the
Resource tab)if you have a change
in your child’s transportation.

+ If'you have an emergency
change to your child’s transporta-
tion, we ask that you call as soon as
that information is known (prior to
11:30 a.m,, if possible). It is diffi-
cult to assure that messages re-
ceived after 2:30p.m. are communi-

cated to your child, so please help
us by

» Parents picking up their chil-
dren must sign the dismissal log
located in the All-Purpose Room.

+ Only students and staff are al-
lowed on the playground during
recess. If a parent must pick-up a
child during their recess, please go
directly to the office and someone
will assist you.

» Please sign up for our Emer-
gency Alert System (Honeywell).
Directions are attached to this
newsletter.

School Security Measures

The school is equipped with an inter-
com/buzzer system in use during the
school day. All doors, including the
front door, will be locked during
school hours. The doors will continue
to be monitored by surveillance cam-
eras and frequent security checks will
be made by custodians and school
staff. You will need to press the but-
ton and state your name when asked.
Please do not hold the door open for
anyone, or place a wedge in the door

for any reason. As you know, the of-
fice is often very busy, please be pa-
tient as it may take a few moments for
someone to respond.

At no time should a visitor exit the
building through an exit other than
the main entrance, unless directed
by school authorities fo do so. We
continue to require visitors to keep
their visitors” badges visible at all
times.

End-of-Day Parent Pickup

If you plan to pick up your child at
the end of the day, please write a
note and send it with your child in the
morning. Please specify who will be
picking up your child. Anyone pick-
ing up a child must always be pre-
pared to show identification, Please
meet your child in the All Purpose
Room. These doors will be opened
for parent pickup at 3:20pm.

If your child is in the afterschool pro-
gram or takes a different bus home on
certain days, please write a note to
your child’s teacher communicating
the specific days and the duration of
your arrangement. We will keep this
letter on file for the specified time.

ONLY BACKPACKS WORN ON THE

BACK ARE PERMITTED, NO ROLLING

PACKS, PLEASE.

All Visitors
must wear

badges wh

ile in

the building.

DON'T FORGET TO HAVE 1
READY FOR SIGN QUT AT
THE END OF THE DAY!
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Helping Your Child With Homework (Part 1)

Why Do Teachers Assign Homework?
Teachers assign homework for many
reasons, Homework can help their stu-
denis

* review and practice what they've
covered in class;

®  get ready for the next day's class;

¢ [earn to use resources, such as librar-
tes, reference materials and com-
puter Web sites to find information
about a subject;

e explore subjects more fully than
classroom time permits;

¢ extend learning by applying skills
they already have to new situations;
and

* integrate their leaming by applying
many different skills to a single task,
such as book reports or science pro-
jects.

Homework also can help students to de-

velop good study habits and positive

attitudes. It can

¢ teach them to work independently;
and

s encourage self-discipline and re-
sponsibility (assignments provide
some children with their first chance
to manage time and to meet dead-
lines).

In addition, homework can help create

greater understanding between families

and teachers and provide opportunities
for increased communication. Monitor-
ing homework keeps families informed
about what their children are learning
and about the policies and programs of
the teacher and the school.

How Can Parents Help?

Children need to know that their family
members think homework is important.
If they know their families care, children
have a good reason to complete assign-
ments and to turn them in on time. You
can do many things to show that your
child that you value education and home-
work,

Set a Regular Time for Homework
taving a regular time to do homework
helps chiidren to finish assignments. The

best schedule is one that works for your
child and your family. What works
well in one household supplies that
might be helpful include a stapler, pa-
per clips, maps, a caleulator, a pencil
sharpener, tape, glue, paste, scissors, a
ruler, a calculator, index cards, a the-
saurus and an almanac. 1T possible,
keep these items together in one place.
If you can't provide your child with
needed supplies, check with her
teacher, school guidance counselor or
principal about possible sources of as-
sistance.

For books and other information re-
sources, such as suitable computer Web
sites, check with the school library or
your local public library. Some librar-
ies have homework centers designed
especially to assist children with school
assignments {they may even have tu-
tors and other kinds of individuai assis-
tance).

Remove Distractions

Turn off the TV and discourage your
chitd from making and receiving social
telephone calls during homework time.
(A call to a classmate about an assign-
ment, however, may be helpful.)

Some children work well with quiet
background music, but loud noise from
the CD player, radio or TV is not OK.
If you live in a small or noisy house-
hold, try having all family members
take patt in a quiet activity during

PARKING

Please do not park your car in the drop-
of f lane to walk your child to the front
door. If you would like to walk your
child to the school door, please pull into
a parking stall. This will help us to avoid
a traffic back-up onto Route 154.

Overflow parking for school events is
located across the street at the Hig-
ganum Green. Do not park on the grass
area that abuts Route 154. That cre-
ates a real safety hazard!

homework time. You may need to take a
noisy toddler outside or into another
room to play. If distractions can't be
avoided, your child may want to com-
plete assignments in the local library.

Set a Good Example

Show your child that the skills he is
learning are an important part of the
things he will do as an adult. Let him see
you reading books, newspapers and com-
puter screens; writing reports, letters, e-
mails and lists; using math to balance
your checkbook or to measure for new
carpeting; doing other things that require
thought and effort. Tell your child about
what you do at work.

Help your child to use everyday routines
to support the skiils he is learning-for
example, teach him to play word and
math games; help him to look up infor-
mation about things in which he is inter-
ested-singers, athlefes, cars, space travel
and so forth; and talk with him about
what he sees and hears as the two of you
walk through the neighborhood, go shop-
ping at the mall or visit a zoo or mu-
seum.

Adapted from the US Dept. of Education
publication;
http:/Awww.ed.gov/parents/academic/hel
p/homework/index html

Copies of other sections of this article
and articles will be published in future
newsletters.

CAFE DELFIN

Beginning the week of
September 22", we will
il again be offering an
/ oppertunity for you to
have lunch with your
child. Please call to re-
serve a seat on stage (Café Delfin)
and order your lunch if you'd like.
Due to space constraints, we ask
that you reserve for no more than 2
adults per child in a particular
month so that we may accommo-
date as many parents as possible.
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Honeywell
Honeywell Instant Alert™ for Scho s )

Parent User Inferface

Minimum Requirements

Register and create your account

Go to the Honeywell Instant Alert for Schools website, listed above.

If you are a staff member in the school, use the user ID and password given to you by the schoal.

If you are not a staff member in the school, click on ‘New User' below the login boxes.

Complete the Student information form. (Fields marked with * are mandatory) Click ‘Submit.

Complete the corresponding Parent information form. (Fields marked with * are mandatory) Click ‘Submit.’
After receiving the Confirmation message, click on ‘Proceed’ to get started with Instant Alert.

Note: Remember your Login Name and Password so you may use it to update your profile.

S i

View and check detfails about yourself and your family members
- 1. Upon successful login, click on ‘Account Details.’
2. Click on ‘Parent Profiles’ to view and edit details about yourself and your family members.
3. Click on ‘Student Profiles’ to Miew details about your children enrolled in this school.

Configure alert settings for yourself
Click on “Alerts.” Click on ‘Alert Configuration.’

Click on the name of a contact frorh the list.
Click on the tabs {Phone, Email, Text Messaging, Pager) to view this person’s contact device information.

Enter contact device information within the gray box and click "Add’ to add more contact devices.

Click on the check boxes in the appropriate column to select which alert type you would like to have sent to
which device. Click on ‘Save’ when complete. Note: Phones only, receive ‘School Closing’ Alerts. -

For e-mail, text messaging and pagers you may /'send yourself a test message. Click on 'Send Test Message’
to check if the address has been'entered comectly. Common cell phone text messaging addresses are located
in the Help section — click on ‘Help’ while on the ‘Text Messaging' screen. You can also contact your celi

prowder to receive your text messagmg address.

U1 A WN -
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Additional Functions

View History of Alerts
Click on ‘Alerts’ to view Alerts that have been sentto? you Use the calendar icons and ‘Alert Type list tofilter.

§ “ldentify key contacts for your chlldren

8- 1. Click on ‘My Other Contacts.’ : :

2. Click on ‘Add New Contact’ and complete the form (Fields marked with * are mandatory)
Click on the ‘Pick up Rights’ check box if you wish to allow this person the right to pick up your child from
school. This person’s name will appear on a report for the school.
Click ‘Add’ OR click ‘Save and Configure Alerts’ to directly conflgure alert settings for this contact.
Select a child’s name from the drop down and click on *Change Priority’ in order to prioritize the contacts for
that child. iIf you want a contact to recelve Alerts, chck on the “Yes/No' button in the Contact List.

o

Set your ‘Out of Town’ calendar
1. Click on ‘Account Details.’ Set your fravel calendar and still stay in touch with your child’s school.

2. Complete the form (Fields marked with * are mandatory); use the calendar icons fo specify travel dates.
8 3. Assign a primary contact while you are away.

For Aséistance: InstantAlertHelp@Honeywell.com

' Honeyweh' Instant ;f-'h’ertTM for Schools w.'II not seﬂ renf Ioan, !rade or fease any persona! mfonnatfon of our Membe.rs, the children for
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