
Wednesday, March  21st, 2012 was Kick Butts Dayña national day of activism that 
urges young people to take action against tobacco companies across the country. 
The event is the 17th annual of its kind. 
 
òAs a teacher, youth leader, or health advocate, you can organize these events and 
mobilize students to raise awareness about the problems of tobacco use in your 
school or community,ó the eventõs website said. 
 
As part of the national effort, the Kick Butts initiative provides an online activity 
guide that anyone can download that suggests different activities to mark the day. 
The activities vary from creating a pledge/graffiti/memorial wall to holding an anti-
tobacco rally.  There are several events and resources available for Connecticut resi-
dents. 
 
HKMS goes national with their efforts!  The following article was featured in the 
SADDvocateõs National newsletter:   
 
Haddam-Killingworth Middle School SADD in Killingworth, Connecticut, held a 
Kick Butts Day event at lunch.  They created displays about the dangers of smoking, 
asked students to sign a pledge to be "smoke free" and handed out promotional 

items to reinforce their message. 
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L A T E  B U S  

Reminder:  If you are pick-
ing up your child from 
after school activities, you 
MUST pick them up by 
4:45 at the latest.  We do 
not have staff past that 
time to supervise your 
children.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this 
matter. 

SI X T H  G R A D E  
P H Y S I C A L S  

Sixth grade physicals are 
due in the nurseõs office.  
The form can be picked up 
in the main office or 
downloaded from the web-
site under Health Services. 

To the left is a pledge that all stu-
dents signed on Kick Butts Day  to be 
smoke free and proud. 

http://www.kickbuttsday.org/
http://www.kickbuttsday.org/resources/state.php
http://www.rsd17.org/hkms/index.shtml


Math Challenge 

A bat ate 1050 dragon flies on four consecutive nights. Each night she ate 25 more than 
on the night before. How many did she eat each night?  

AC A D E M I C  CH A L L E N G E  May Events 

5/3ñHall of Fame Dinner 

5/4ñEarly Dismissal 

5/7ñGr. 5 Field Trip to 
Hartford Science Center 

5/8ñUnified Sports Tour-
namentñWallingford, CT 

5/9ñDRP School-Wide 
Assessment 

5/11-5/12ñGr. 7 and 8  
MusicalñInto the Woodsñ
7pmñAuditorium 

5/14ñGr. 5,6,7 writing as-
sessment. Gr. 8 Science 

5/15ñGr. 6 Field Trip to 
Hammonasset 

5/16ñUnified Sports Tour-
namentñPlainville, CT 

5/18ñPTO Movieñ3-
5pmñAuditorium 

5/22ñGr. 5/6 Band Con-
certñ7pmñAuditorium 

5/23ñGr. 7/8 Band Con-
certñ7pm 

5/24ñGr. 8 Trip to Lake 
Compounce 

5/25ñMemorial Day As-
sembly and early dismissal 

5/28ñHaddam Memorial 
Day ParadeñMarching 
Band 

5/29ñ6/1ñBook Fairñ
Library 

5/31ñUnified Arts Showñ
5-8pmñSchool-Wide Event 

 

 The  Washington DC trip was a 
huge success.  The students were able to see 
so many  different places and had a wonder-
ful time.  Thank you all so much for making 
this opportunity possible for them.  This is a 
trip that they will remember for the rest of 
their life.   

 That being said, the behavior they 
exhibited on the trip was stellar.  They were 
respectful, courteous and thoughtful.  They 
received many compliments from tour 
guides, tourists, business owners and hotel 
staff.  They handled themselves like true 
Cougars and the trip was wonderful. 

 A special thanks goes to Tricia Hill 
who helped behind the scenes.  Eileen Ble-
wett also deserves a huge thanks because she 
helped to organize all of the fundraising for 
the trip.  I also want to thank the chaperones 
for taking time out of their busy schedules to 
travel down to Washington DC and super-
vise almost 200 students.  We hope that the 
students came home with wonderful memo-
ries and stories. 

SPECIAL  THANKS  

On the trip, there were 17 students that pitched in 
together at the Capitol Visitorõs Center to buy me a 
nice gift.  It was such a wonderful act of kindness 
and I want to publicly thank them not only for their 
behavior on the trip, but their thoughtfulness as 
well.  It really made me feel good.  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! Youõre awesome!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. English 
Bus 1  

WASHINGTON  DC AHOY ! 



School Address: 
Neil English 
Assistant Principal, HKMS 
451 Rte. 81 
Killingworth, CT  06419 

Web: :www.rsd17.org/
hkms 
 

SUMMER TIME IS FUN TIME!  

Phone:  860-663-1241 
Fax:   860-663-2071 
E-mail:  nenglish@rsd17.org 

òItõs not a matter of 
can/canõt; itõs a matter 
of will/wonõt.ó 

**If you want a copy 
of the Herald, you 
can download it on 
the district website.  
Click on the middle 
school tab and it will 
be located on the 
quick links tabs 

 

With summer fast approaching, many of us are searching for fun, interesting, outdoor activi-
ties to keep our kids busy and active. We often think of the usual bike, scooter and skate-
board riding or hiking, swimming and sports camps.  How about trying something new?  
Have you ever heard of Geocaching or Letterboxing? 

 

Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPS-enabled devices. Par-
ticipants navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache 
(container) hidden at that location. 1 

 

Letterboxing is fun and exciting.  It is about the adventure of finding your way through the 
woods, and the thrill of reaching your goal.  In letterboxing, you visit interesting locations 
and collect unique stamps to mark your visit. The letterboxes that DEEP's Division of For-
estry is placing in Connecticutõs State Forests provide the means and inspiration for you to 
visit the State Forests and learn something about the stateõs history, wildlife, trees and, of 
course, the forests!2 

Letterboxing involves a plastic container hidden in some specific location out in nature, 
along with a set of clues as to how to find that container. Inside the container is a stamp and 
a stamp pad. The visitor uses this stamp to mark his or her visit to this letterbox site into the 
visitorõs own, personal record book ð which you bring with you. Additionally, there is a re-
cord book in the letterbox container. The visitor uses his or her own stamp ð again, also 
brought with you - to mark this record book, leaving a record of your visit to this letterbox.   

 

In addition to outdoor sites, I have found letterboxes in coffee shops!  There is one right in 
MiddletownéIõm not going to tell you where!  Youõll have to follow the clues and find it 
for yourself! 

 

These activities are not unique to Connecticut.  If you are planning a summer vacation, 
check out geocaching coordinates or letterboxing clues in the area you are visiting.  What a 
great way to explore and learn about a new place! 

 

A quick google search of geocaching or letterboxing will bring up many sites dedicated to 
these fun and active outdoor activities.  Two sites that I have used are listed below.  Check 
them out or do your own google search.  

1  www.geocaching.com 

2  http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2697&Q=322826 

 
~Submitted by Michele Ouellette, HKMS Health and Physical Education 

DRUG AWARENESS PROGRAM WINNERS  

Chris Raccio, Sarah McAllister, Haley Andres, and Curtis Fetteroll were awarded first, sec-
ond, third, and fourth place respectively in the Old Drug Awareness Programõs 2012 Essay 
contest.  All four award winners were sent to the state level for judging.  Haley Andrews 
received third place in the state competition.  Congratulations to all award winners for a job 
well done! 

http://www.geocaching.com
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2697&Q=322826


ART STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  
Here are this monthõs Art Students of the month and their work.  Enjoy! 



 

PLEASE ATTEND  THE  UNIFIED  ARTS SHOW  

The Unified Arts Show will be held on Thursday, May 31, 2012 from 5:00 ð 8:00 p.m. at the HK Middle 
School.  The Unified Arts Team will display student work and host demonstrations in art, music/band, technology 
education, practical arts, physical education, health, multi-media, world language, and LEAP.  The Spring Book 
Fair also will be open during this event.  An ice cream social will be sponsored by the HKMS PTO.  This event is 
an open-house format, so please come at any time.  Doors close at 8:00 p.m. 



 

Dear Parent: 

 

Why is summer reading so important? Reading is 
the most important skill there is and it is crucial to a 
childõs brain development and intellectual stimula-
tion. Many students and families regard the summer 
break as a break from school and classroom stud-
ies. Unfortunately, it often means a break from 
reading, which can seriously hamper achievement. 
Thereõs a solid link between the amount of inde-
pendent reading children do and their success in 
school. Research shows that kids who never crack 
open a book during the summer often fall behind 
(summer slide), while children who do read main-
tain or improve their reading and learning skills.   

 

Itõs extremely important that we get more books into the hands of our students. Thatõs why weõre urging students 
and parents to visit our upcoming Book Fair; to stock up on books for summer reading. This is a Buy One Get 
One Book Free (from the Summer Reading List) Book Fair. All students can leave for their summer break 
with at least one summer reading book in hand. The book fair will be open during school hours from  May 29 to 
June 1 . It will also be open during the Unified Arts Show on May 31 in the evening from 5 to 8 and there will be 
a Teacher Sneak Peek on May 25 from 7:30 to noon. 

 

We encourage you to read many more books over the summer. All incoming middle school students are required 
to read at least one book over the summer break and respond to one question (entering 5th & 6th grade students) 
or two questions (entering 7th & 8th grade students) prior to entering school in September. These responses will 
be graded by your studentõs language arts teacher. You can find links to the Summer Reading Lists created by Ms. 
Valley online by going to our districtõs website (www.rsd17.org), clicking on the Haddam-Killingworth Middle 
School link and then on the Library Media Center Link, or go directly to:  
(http://www.rsd17.org/TeacherWebPage/MiddleSchool/LibraryMediaCenter/hkmslibrary1.htm) 

     

We look forward to seeing you at the Book Fair!   

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  ON  THE  SUMMER  READING  PROGRAM 

http://www.rsd17.org
http://www.rsd17.org/TeacherWebPage/MiddleSchool/LibraryMediaCenter/hkmslibrary1.htm

