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For many weeks  the 6th grade science classes too k turns go-
ing to the Regio nal Water Authority at Hamden. At t he water-
shed we tested water from S leeping Giant State P ark, 3 
places on Lake  Whitney, and ending at the Whitne y Museum. 
Testing the water  was quite fun I think. (Editors no te: the wa-
ter was tested for  pH, dissolved oxygen, nitrates, a nd tem-
perature. The wa ter in the watershed is very healt hy.) I have 
to admit that I di dn’t think it was going to be that  fun but it 
was. The scienc e teachers that went with us stude nts were: 
Mrs. Greene (6 - 2), and Mrs. O’Rourke (6- 1). Our tour guide or 
advisor for the tri p was Lisa DiFrancesco. 
Overall I thought  it was a great field trip 
and plus you we re gone for  the whole day 
and got to ride on AWESOM E buses! 

Watershed 6 th Grade Field Trip  
By, Annemarie LePard 

5th and 6th Grade Concert! 
By Hailey Cassidy 
Do you play an instrument, like to listen music, or even have a relative that is in the music business? 
If so then you should get to know about the 5th and 6th grade concert. It happened on December 7th 
2011. The 2 groups (5th and 6th) played different songs.  
5th Grade Played… Cannon # 34, Holiday Sampler, Simple Gifts Shaker song, Simple Gifts of Christ-
mas 
6th Grade Played… Summit Fanfare, Dance of the reed flutes, Reason is the season. These songs were 
very good. Both groups practiced a huge amount of time! No wonder they were so good!  
The Auditorium was filled with people on the night of the concert. There were even some standing 
up on the sides!  
It was a huge concert and I think lots of people were thrilled that they were there! 
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 Penny Wars [pen-nee-war-z] noun:  A 
brutal battle to the death with various weapons at our 
fingertips. The daunting plastic water jugs are the chal-
lises of which hold the coins, the battlefields of death 
where in each grade faces off, armed with copper and 
silver. And when the last victor stands, not only do they 
get the pride that comes with winning, but also the abil-
ity to donate to a great cause.  
 In truth, this war of sorts is not as brutal as it’s 
portrayed. Though the competition is fierce and nation-
alism boasted from each grade, the purpose of it all has a 
much deeper meaning. 
 Avery is a small young girl who, only at the 
mere age of 6 weeks, began to have seizures. Her par-
ents feebly searched for answers to help their baby girl. 
Countless blood tests and overnight stays to the hospital, 
and still nothing. However, her brave parents fought on, 
trying to answer the thousands of questions swirling in 
their mind. After so much time of searching, they found 
their answer, and it devastated them. 
 Avery, now age three, had been diagnosed with 
CDKL5, a rare genetic mutation that only 200 children 
have; mostly little girls.  CDKL5 steals away Avery’s 
independence. She cannot walk, talk, crawl or use her 
hands for that matter. As well, her vision is impaired 
which only adds to the burden. 
 This sweet little girl that has touched the hearts 
of many is leading the ranks as we raise money for re-
search on this impairment, which has little known about 
it. So think of that whilst you victoriously drop a few 
shiny quarters into the eighth grade bin, since, of course, 
they are the “threat”. 
By: Jordan Gallant. 

The Penny Wars 
By Annemarie LePard 

  As you pour the vanilla cake mix into the pan you 
wish that the small cakes could be dropped into your 
mouth. Your mom slowly puts the pan in the oven baking 
at 350 degrees. You can almost hear the cupcakes scream-
ing at their top of their lungs get me out of here!! You 
don’t regret taking the cupcakes out because you slowly 
watch them…. POP up in the oven. You lie down on the 
couch imaging yourself gulping down a vanilla cupcake 
with butter cream frosting and chocolate sprinkles. BEEP! 
BEEP! BEEP! You suddenly wake up from your nap 
about cupcakes. “Check the timer! Check the timer!” You 
say in your head with a panic attack. Your mom comes 
over, grabs her oven gloves, slides them on, and grabs the 
tray.  

Mother repeats this line to me every time we bake 
together, “Wait 15 minutes before we can frost and 
DON’T touch the pan.” I set the timer for 15 minutes. 
BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! The 15 minutes are up I grab the 
frosting. Mother walks in and says, “Lets frost and deco-
rate.” I grab a handy dandy knife and start spreading the 
frosting all over the cupcake. I feel like I’m spreading 
jelly on bread for a PB and Jelly sandwich. I’ve frosted 
the cupcakes and they look marvelous! BEAUTIFUL!! 
DELCI! I look at the cupcakes lick my lips and plop one 
in. MM! MM! GOOD! 

Cupcake Recipe 

By: Marianne Herbst 
 Madagascar.  The one island that was about a funny movie “Madagascar”. Ironically the movie was 
named after the island. Madagascar has 2 parts to it. The first part is a tropical part with massive 
mountains facing the ocean. Rain storms crash against the mountains and mist spread across the 
tropical part of the island. The second part of the island is all deserts. By the time the mist gets to 
the desert part there’s nothing left! But once a year lots of mist come into the desert side for all the 
animals to enjoy. Lemurs are the rulers of the island. You can find lemurs anywhere on the island. 
One kind of lemur that is the most populated is the Ring Tailed Lemur. In the desert the Ring Tailed 
Lemur survives by it’s incredible speed and agility. Ring Tailed Lemurs anywhere on the island live 
in groups. In the desert if a predator is spotted an alarm is sounded. All the lemurs go dashing to-
wards cover. Leaping, diving, and running. Anything to not be eaten. The Ring Tailed Lemur does 
not blend in so well so the energy it has is essential. If you want to know more about Madagascar 
watch AnimalPlanet or go online to AnimalPlanet.com and click on “Madagascar” to learn more. 

Madagascar  
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Wolves 
By: Marianne Herbst 

Wolves are very interesting and misunderstood animals. There is a lot to know about wolves. The first thing 
you need to know is the members of the pack. The Alpha pair is the leader of the pack, made up of a female a 
male wolf. The Alpha pair is the only members in the pack that are allowed to mate. The Beta is the protector of 
the pack. When the Alpha dies the Beta will take charge. The nanny takes 
care of the pups. When the pups are older the Alpha female will hand 
over the pups to the Nanny to babysit and teach how to survive. The 
Omega is the last member in the pack. The Omega’s job is to keep peace, 
but since the Omega is the last member of the pack it often get bullied 
and attacked if the Omega tries to defend its self.     The second thing is 
that way they speak. Howling is a big part of the wolf language, wolves 
howl to… Tell other wolf packs that this is their territory, lone wolves may howl to find a mate, a wolf lost 
from it’s pack might howl to tell them that he/she is missing (but the wolf doesn’t expect a response!), a wolf 
pack will howl before a hunt to encourage the pack, and a pack will howl after a hunt to signify there victory or 
defeat, or a pack may howl just for the fun of it! Every wolf has a different pitch for howling, The Alpha pair 
has the lowest pitch, the Beta does not howl, they bark, yip, and yap to confuse other wolf packs that there are 
more wolves in that pack then there really is, the Nanny has a medium pitch, and the Omega has the highest 
pitch. The third thing to know is how a wolf pack eats. When (or if!) a wolf pack makes a kill there’s a certain 
way that they eat the kill. Of course the Alpha pair i s first. If a member sneaks up to try to get a nibble before it 
is his or her turn they will get brutally chased away from their kill. The Alpha pair usually eats the brain, heart, 
liver, most organs from the animal. The second up is the Beta, the beta usually eats organs, liver. The Nanny is 
back at the den watching the pups most of the time, so she waits for the pack to come back and regurgitate her 
breakfast, lunch, or dinner. The Omega is the last one up, getting the worst parts stomach, legs, and some left 
over organs from the beta as a thanks for waiting his turn. There’s a lot more to learn about wolves but t his is 
all that I’m typing! If you want to learn more, Google “wolves”.  

How to Care for Your Bearded Dragon 
By: Marianne Herbst 

1. Set up 
Your bearded Dragon should have a 20-30 gallon tank. Make sure your Bearded Dragon has calcium sand 
and lots of nooks and crevasses to hide in. There should be UV lighting in the 
tank and should reach at least 80 degrees during the day. Your Bearded 
Dragon should have a basking area that should be kept at 100 degrees. In the 
night turn off the lights and let the temperature plummet to 30 degrees or 
lower. Make sure you have a heating pad under the cage, because Bearded 
Dragons get there heat from the ground in the night. 
2. Diet 
A bearded Dragon should be feed 2-3 times a day. Bearded Dragons are mostly 
vegetarians and should only be fed 2-3 crickets or insects a week. Make sure to 
give your Bearded Dragon a variety of plants, if you give it one kind of plant it 
will become sickly. Bearded dragons are drawn to bright colored plants. 
There are many more things to know about Bearded Dragons and they are very 
good pets for first time pet owners, but if you want to know more go online 
and search up the name. 

Animals 
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Want a dog but are Allergic? 
By: Marianne Herbst 

 If you want a dog but you (and/or your family) are allergic? Here are some 
dogs that are good for people who are allergic to most dogs. 
. Cockapoo 
. Chinese Crested (hairless) 
. Toy Poodle 
. Spanish Water Dog 
. Standard Poodle 
. Wirehaired Fox Terrier 
. West Highland White Terrier 
. American Hairless Terrier 
. Bolognese 
And more breeds on www. DogsGoodForAllergySuffers,Hypo-allergenicdogs.com 

By: Amber Edwards 
In book club every member reads a different 
award winning book at their own pace. Each 
week they take turns discussing the plots and 
setting of the book and the other people rate 
the book of how they explained and how the 
book sounds. All the books are from different 
genres such as 1 person reads non-fiction an-
other person does a fiction etc. Every week a 
member brings a treat and everyone eats food. 
If you like to read then you can join this club 
and the leader is Mrs. Valley. Lauren Antonelli 
says “We get to party and eat cookies while 
we read and have an awesome time!” If you 
are interested in reading join the book club to 
meet new people read great books and eat 
treats. Book club seems fun to me and there 
are lots of nice people in it. 

Book Club 
By Zoe Smith 

Fire prevention should be a part of every one’s 
life every day. You should know about how many 
dangers there are in your classroom, office, and 
home right now. Many things can start a fire. For 
example, a pile of paper next to a dry wall could 
be the cause of a big fire. These are some ways 
that you can prevent a fire: do not overload out-
lets, and do not put flammable objects near a heat 
source. Fire prevention can save you from a huge 
problem and if necessary your life. But if you 
want to make sure you are safe you should check 
your smoke detectors every four mouths. You 
should be cautious about the surroundings around 
you. The safer you are the better. Keep in mind 
that fire prevention should be a part of your life 
every day. 

 

Fire Prevention 
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It all started as a student in 8th grade when Ian 
Katz started smoking cigars and marijuana. His mom 
started to notice a change in his behavior and she had 
assumed that it was going to high school next year 
and he was feverous and depressed. So, his mom at-
tended a drug awareness program and found out the 
truth to Ian’s drug usage. He soon became good at 
hiding his habit. In college his father called and found 
out that he was smoking heroin. He then realized what 
he had done to his life and his parents’ lives and 
shared awful stories to his parents about his drug use. 
He later got addicted again and both his parents tried 
to do everything in their power to stop him. Around 
four o’clock in the morning Ian’s beagle Sunny came 
up the stairs ( Ian was highly addicted and was living 
at home at the time) Sunny woke up Ian’s mom ( Mrs. 
Katz ) but she ignored it and went back to sleep. The 
next morning she woke up to go running but first 
checked on Ian. She found him lying on his bed he 
was not breathing. Then at that moment she realized 
what Sunny was trying to tell her that Ian was dead. 
Read the book, Sunny’s Story, to see what Sunny was 
thinking and what he was saying the night that Ian 
died. The book is for all ages even if it has pictures be-
cause if anyone can take drugs then anyone can read 
this book. This book is in our library. This is a true 
story and an excellent example of what happens be-
cause of drug use.  

Don’t Do Drugs!  
Some clubs: cupcake decorating, 
newspaper club, stained glass, 
school musical, yoga, scrap book-
ing, video game student council, 
future engineers, birding club, 
dance team, soccer, S.A.D.D., year-
book, guitar, give, math, comic, 
jewelry, gardening, sign language, 
and fashion. 
By, Juliana Teebagy 

Clubs In HKMS 

Nathan DesRoberts 

 At the end of October, the 6th grade went to Camp Hazen and did a series of 
team building activities to help improve the way that we work as teams to 
build character and gain each other’s trust. We are excited to be going back in 
the spring. 

6th Grade Camp Hazen  

Team 
Building 
6th Grade 
Students in 
Camp 
Hazen 
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By Megan Reed 
 Cowboys & Aliens was a terrible move. There was no plot and no thickness to it other than some weird man 
who could not remember anything and blew up aliens (which was the only cool part of the move). The most common 
rating for it is 3 out of 5 stars (because the explosions were so pretty).  

Cowboys VS. Aliens 
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Sadly the participation this year lowered and the turkey trot got canceled, 
but the food was good and we raised a little under $1,000. For those who 
donated, thanks! Your donations were sent to the HK Fuel Bank.  

Turkey Trot 

New Gate Prep 
    Chapter 1 

    By Emily Lassen 
“Yes, it is unfortunate that the prison is named after us, a little inside joke for the ones who know the circum-
stances, we wanted to protest but when you are not recognized by “The Man”, as Mr. B would say, you don’t 
exist. Our founder William Oliver Tates made an enemy out of very popular and powerful, but corrupt politi-
cian named Henry Joseph Janstiff. Janstiff was a man who never worked in the real world; his only job was to 
establish himself high in the political food chain to corrupt our government from the inside out. He never 
knew the common man’s troubles, he was a true blueblood. Well when Tates tried to start the school, Jansiff 
did what all angry corrupt politicians do, he used the system; he held the project up for nearly a year in the 
permit office. So finally he just built the school. It was Janstiff’s response that shocked us all and still does, he 
made it so that …”he faltered at this point as if it pained him to say the words he continued in a pained voice. 
“So that it was like we never existed.” He seemed to recover his voice. “No one how he managed it and still 
does after all he is dead.”He leaned forward conspiratorially. “Though the most popular theory is that he had a 
prodigy to do his bidding, and his prodigy had one and so on. So now we fight an invisible foe and we too are 
invisible.”  
“That’s really poetic you know that?”I said, surprised  
 “Well I am the English teacher at New Gate.” Professor Cay responded feigning hurt pride while also manag-
ing a smile, somehow.  
“Really?”   
“Pure truth. And because we are invisible the school is also, being not officially registered on any register or 
map it is kind of difficult to get the word out to potential staff and students, or getting and sending mail, but 
we manage cause’ we have friends. So we have become a kind of safe haven for people the government has 
written off.” He continued after a long pause. “I hope you like trains.” He said with a mischievous smile. 
“Trains?” I asked completely bewildered. 
“Yes, we have our own systems of underground trains that go from campus to campus, and other nondescript 
stations around all the villages. It also goes to the port where we launch the Oceantide program. Our own lit-
tle London Under.” 
“Oceantide program?” I asked still very confused. 
“Yes, our campus on the high seas.” Professor Cay said extremely unenthusiastically 
“I sense sarcasm with a side of bitterness.” I said my surprise dispelling most of my confusion. 
“Not really, just that the first, and last, time I was part of the Oceantide staff I and a terrible time because I de-
veloped sea sickness after one of the exercises that went wrong. I have never been in a boat since.”     
“That is a true tragedy, you should write a memoir.” 
“Well I wasn’t much of a boater anyway.” 
I laughed not able to suppress it any longer. He tried so hard to keep a straight face, but even this valiant ef-
fort failed. He gave up and started laughing with me. 

New Gate Prep By Emily Lassen 
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“True story though.” 
“Oh I believe you alright. I saw it on our face the true sadness at never going on a boat since the mis-
hap.”   
“You really can read people like they said you could, I didn’t truly believe it, but now firsthand… 
Wow. That’s a Gift, alright.”  
“Like who said? 
“The Scouts.” 
“Who are they?” 
“All that will be explained in your orientation” 
“Oh, okay. What is a Gift? Is it good?” 
“A Gift is very good. If Mr. B was explaining this to you he would say that it is like a superpower some-
thing only a select group of individuals just like you can do.” 
“Cool, why can I do it though?” 
“Nobody knows. What you can do now is just the tip of the iceberg.” 
“Will someone teach me how to excavate the rest of the iceberg?” 
 “Well that’s why you are going to New Gate.” 
“Does everyone at New Gate have a Gift? Do you?” 
“Not everyone and yes, I have a Gift.”   
“What is your Gift?” 
“I am a Healer.” 
“That’s so cool.” 
“Yeah, I think so.” 
“So, how will I learn to use my Gift for other things?” 
“All will be explained at New Gate when we arrive, you should get some sleep.” 
“I’m so wired I don’t think I can sleep.” 
“Try.” 
I could tell he was getting exasperated by his tone so I shut it, and tried to get some sleep as he re-
quested. Even though I thought my statement was fully true, I quickly fell into a dreamless sleep. 

Page Number Seven 

Mrs. Nelson’s Writer’s Workshop 
By: Juliana Teebagy and Grace DiMatteo 

Who: Mrs. Nelson, Sarah Asbury, Trinity Hughes,  
Brooke LaTouche, Faith Mauri, Curtis Kubacka, 
Emily Thompson, Michaela Flaherty, Sally Blodgett, and 
Jamison Odell. 
What: Writer’s Workshop 
When: Wednesdays from 3-4p.m. 
Where: Mrs. Nelson’s room (5-2, C105) 
How: According to Michaela Flaherty she says,” When I see 
A picture, I think what can I write about this picture? Why did the photographer capture the 
image and memory of this specific moment? 
Why: To express creativity in writing and water colors. 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


 

Juliana Teebagy  

Ice Cream 
 

Cotton Candy 
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School Survey  
Connor Chute 

At the 2012 Nascar Daytona 500 it 
was delayed because of rain. The 
next day it got delayed again. At 
7:00 at night the race started. The 
race had a lot of failures. At about 
midnight, there was debris on the 
track. While Juan Pablo Montoya 
was driving around the track his 
car lost control, slid up the track, 
and hit the fuel tank of a jet drier! 
The race ended at about 5:00 the 
next morning. Matt Kenseth Won. 

 

Wall of Fire 

By: Grace DiMatteo  
The concerts were truly wonderful. I thought it was amazing be-
cause there was a big audience and I felt excited about playing for 
so many people. Though looking out there made me nervous a lit-
tle. 
I’m in the 5th grade band and I play the clarinet. It took a lot of 
practice but I had fun doing it. I love doing concerts. I also loved 
watching the 6th grade. I thought they were a bit better than the 5th 
grade band. The 6th graders worked hard to become that good. 
  I think everyone who watched the performances adored their mu-
sic. The songs of the 5th grade band were Holiday Sampler, Simple 
Gifts of Christmas, Simple Gifts of Christmas Shakersong, and Canon #34.  
The songs the 6th grade played Summit Fanfare, Dance of the Reed Flutes, and Reason Is the 
Season. 
  I was excited and nervous about going on the stage. I was nervous that I would make a mis-
take, but I bet most kids were a bit shy. Some kids were confident. I know that the 6th graders 
were confident. I loved the band concerts.  

5th and 6th Grade Band Concert 
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Wally Sample 

Giants VS. Patriots Graph 
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Benjamin Franklin was a multi-talented American founding father but he also owned 
slaves and was a suspected serial killer. 

Abraham Lincoln was the steady hand of leadership during the Civil War, only to be 
gunned down in his prime at Ford's Theater. He was a racist and had trouble with 
women.  

JFK brought Camelot to Washington and forever cemented the Kennedy name in the 
political sphere. But he was also a courier in Nazi Germany, a body builder and as 
seriously addicted to danger. 

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt were Washington's first couple with a New Deal. The 
Roosevelts' marriage was a political arrangement of epic proportions. FDR had a 
long-running affair with his wife's secretary, and Eleanor was in love with news re-
porter. 

Some things you probably never knew about our presidents 
Information provided by the History 2 channel 

By Megan Reed 
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