
 

Safety Reminder 

 
If KES ever needs to be 

evacuated in case of an 

emergency, the students 

will be transferred by bus 

to the high school.  The 

emergency information 

number is 860-345-8526. 
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Regional School District #17 

January/  
February  

2012  

Important Dates 
 

1/16 MLK DayñNo School 

1/17 Minimum Day 

1/17 PTO Meeting 

1/18 Minimum Day 

1/19 Kindergarten Registration 

1/20 Kindergarten Registration 

1/25 PTO Assembly 

1/26 Coffee & Conversation 

2/3  First Friday Family Read 

2/3  Kindergarten Literacy Mtg. 

2/8  Parent Teacher Conferences 

          - minimum day 

2/9  Parent Teacher Conferences 

          - minimum day 

2/13  100th Day of School 

2/13  Jump-A-Thon begins 

2/20-24  Winter break 

RITA  D. PERETTO, 

PRINCIPAL 

Killingworth Elementary 

School 
KES 

Caring, Respect, Responsibility 

PRINCIPAL NOTES 

Our learning community has been 

dedicated and committed to increas-

ing independent reading time for 

our students.  Research has shown 

that students who read more read 

better.  If students have daily oppor-

tunities to read year after year,  they 

will develop more expansive vocab-

ularies and achieve higher levels of 

literacy development.   

   Students who have opportunities 

to read at their independent reading 

level will:  

   - learn new vocabulary and infor-

mation 

   - increase speed and fluency 

   - improve comprehension 

   - develop a greater interest in 

reading and writing 

   - develop a love of reading! 

   As adult readers we understand 

the importance of choosing our 

own book to read, whether it is fic-

tion or non-fiction.  Your child(ren) 

will certainly benefit from selecting 

a òjust rightó book that they can 

read for pleasure just like you! 

   We thank you for your support as 

we work together to encourage your 

child(ren) to be enthusiastic readers. 

The Jolly Bobby Bookmarks Club 

Front row: Gabe Martone and Aidan Smith.   

Back row: Tony Giambanis, Ryan Kehlenbach,  

Eamon Sweeney and Alec Erskine. 

Six boys from Mrs. DiGregorioôs 

third grade class decided to take it 

upon themselves to make and sell 

bookmarks with all the proceeds 

going to the St. Jude Childrenôs Re-

search Hospital Math-a-thon.  

There were sports bookmarks, neon 

bookmarks, Christmas bookmarks, 

ñcool picturesò bookmarks along 

with colorful Mexican-themed 

bookmarks.  The bookmarks sold 

for 10Â - 25Â.  The boys raised a 

total of $6.57 which they donated  

to this great cause.  Look for more 

information on the Math-a-thon in-

side this newsletter. 

Do you know these ladies? 
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NOTES FROM THE HEALT H OFFICE 

2012 is off to a 

good start in the 

health office.  

Screenings 

(hearing, vision, 

height and weight) 

are nearly complet-

ed for all grade levels.  As I have said be-

fore I will notify you via a phone call and 

a referral letter if I identify any issues that 

warrant additional medical attention. 

   Absenteeism due to illness has recently 

increased so I want to remind you of our 

ò24 hour ruleó - fever of 100°F or greater 

calls for exclusion from school and your 

child needs to be fever-free for a mini-

mum of 24 hours without fever-reducing 

medication on board.  This is to protect 

all concerned.  Please call the office each 

time your child is absent.  

   With the cold air of winter comes the 

dry skin and chapped lips.  We do not al-

low any OTC creams or Chapsticks to 

come to school with the children.  Please 

apply any necessary skin protection at 

home.  I do have Vaseline in the office but 

students really need not be missing in-

struction time for chapped skin or lips. 

   Please remind your children to dress ap-

propriately for the changeable weather.  

Outdoor recess can be a bit wet, messy 

and cold.  Boots, mittens and hats are all 

necessary to keep the little ones warm and 

dry while they benefit from the fresh air 

and exercise. 

Nancy Chase, R.N.   

Still not sure how to access the KES  Dismissal Form? 
 

Weõve made it very easy... 

Log into the RSD17.org website, 
  Click on the KES link, 
    Click on òDismissal Formó in the Quick Links box. 
 
We appreciate the dismissal forms being sent in with the 
children in the morning.  The teacher is aware ahead of 
time and the child can enjoy his/her day without being 
anxious about whether Mom or Dad has called in.  
Please use this form when possible.  We do have extra 
forms in the office. 

SNACK MENU 
 
Mon:  Pretzel ........................... .50¢ 
 

Tues:  Ice Cream ..................... .50¢ 
 

Wed: Choco. Chip Cookie ....... .50¢ 
          Breakfast Bun ................. .50¢ 
 

Thu:  Ice Cream ....................... .50¢ 
 

Fri:  Nacho Chips ..................... .75¢ 
          w/cheese or salsa 
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Registration for students who will be entering kindergarten in Regional District #17 

schools in 2012 was held on January 19th and January 20th.  If you werenõt able to come 

on either of  these dates, you can still register your child.  Children should be registered at 

the school they will be attending.  Children do not need to be present at the time of  regis-

tration.   

   Children eligible to enter kindergarten in 2012 must reach their fifth birthday by 1/1/13.  

Original birth certificates must be presented before students start school.  Proof  of  resi-

dence is also required.  Please bring them at the time of  registration if  possible.  Parent 

orientation and school visitation dates will be provided when you register. 

 

                       Kindergarten Registration  

 

 

We are very proud to announce that KES raised al-

most $10,000.00 for St. Jude Childrenõs Research 

Hospital by participating in this yearõs Math-a-thon!  

This is our schoolõs second year participating in this 

fantastic math enrichment/charity event!  

   This yearõs donations bring our two-year total to 

over $21,000.00!!  

   Thanks so much to our KES families and friends for 

their generous contributions!  

 

 

 

Emily Bagnoli 
and 

Ava Lindell 
 

Emily and Ava have been  
selected by the KES staff to be 
honored at the Connecticut 
Association of Schoolsõ annual 
Elementary Celebration of the 
Arts which will take place in 

February. 
The object of this program is 
to recognize students with 
outstanding citizenship,  

cooperative skills and artistic 
ability in performing or visual 
arts at the elementary level.  

Ava has been selected for the 
Music award and Emily for 

the Arts award. 
   Congratulations girls! 

Donõt forget the 

last Friday of eve-

ry month is 

School Spirit Day!  

Wear your red & 

white colors or 

your KES-wear. 
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Attention Families of 3 and 4 Year 
Old Children! 

The Integrated Special Needs Pre-

school Program at Burr Elementary 

School will be accepting entries for 

role model students for the 2012-

2013 school year.  A role model pre-

schooler must demonstrate age-

appropriate social, behavioral, and 

academic skills, and must also be 

toilet trained.  Transportation for role 

model students to and from the pro-

gram is not provided by the district.  

The potential applicants will be cho-

sen through a lottery system during 

the month of March, and a finalized 

roster will be created by the begin-

ning of April.  If you would like to en-

ter your child into the role model lot-

tery for next school year, please pro-

vide the information below (via mail, 

email, phone or in person) to Jennifer 

Dorau or Rachel Fox at Burr District 

Elementary School, 792 Killingworth 

Road, Higganum, CT 06441; 

dorauj66@rsd17.org; fox-

r66@rsd17.org; 860-345-4584.  

   Please provide your childôs name, 

gender, date of birth, home address, 

telephone number, parent/ guardian 

name(s). 

¢ Thank you to Liz Young for volunteering 
to teach a yoga class as a  family 

night in December.  

¢ The PTO Thirty One fundraising orders 
are due back at KES by 1/23/12.  

January News from  

Miss Mac in the GYM  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΣ ŀƭƭ пǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /¢ {ǘŀǘŜ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ ¢ŜǎǘΦ  
²Ŝ ǘƻƻƪ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōǳǘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻōΗ 
 

   hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŀŎŜǊ 
¢ŜǎǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƛƭŜ ²ŀƭƪκ
wǳƴΦέ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǌŀƴ ŀ άǎƘǳǧƭŜ Ǌǳƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ ŀǎ 
ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 
ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ нл ȅŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƻ 
ƳǳŎƘ ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ф ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ  
¢ƛƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜǎǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
нл ȅŀǊŘ ƳŀǊƪΦ 
 

   L ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŬǾŜ пǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎŜǊ wǳƴΥ  aƻƭƭȅ !ƴπ
ŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ {ƛƳƻƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ WŀŎƪ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ aŀŘŘƛŜ YƛŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
{Ŝōŀǎǝŀƴ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΦ 
 

   /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŬǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΗΗΗ 
 
aƛǎǎ aŀŎ   

όŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǎǎ aŀŎ   
ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊύ 

 

Visit the PTO website at 
http://www.rsd17.org/kes/index.shtml  

Click on PTO website link in the Quick Links box. 

mailto:dorauj66@rsd17.org
mailto:foxr66@rsd17.org
mailto:foxr66@rsd17.org


 

February News from  

Miss Mac in the GYM  
 

hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ WǳƳǇ-!-¢Ƙƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мо-мт ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ tΦ9Φ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
 

 пǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ .............. уΥрр-фΥпл 
оǊŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ .............. фΥрл-млΥрл 
YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ...... ммΥрр-мнΥпл 
нƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ............. мнΥнр-мΥнр 
мǎǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ............... мΥрл-нΥрл 

 

!ƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴτL ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ 
ƧǳƳǇ ǊƻǇŜǎ όƻǊ .¸hwτ.ǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ hǿƴ wƻǇŜύΦ  
²ŜŀǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƻǳǘΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŶŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ 
 

9ƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƛπ
ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƘŜƭǇǎΦ  9ƴπ
ǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 

IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘƻƴέΗ 
 
aƛǎǎ aŀŎ  
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Fire Prevention Poster Contest Winners  
 

The two runners-up for the annual Fire Prevention Poster Contest are Teagan Chrzanowski 
from Mrs. Hamelõs fourth grade class and Kaitlin Cusick from Mrs. Ventresõ fourth grade 

class.  Their posters are on display in the KES main office.  
 

The winner of the contest who will represent KES is Emily Bagnoli.  Emilyõs poster will  
compete with other schools around Middlesex County to determine the Connecticut  

State winner. 
 

Good luck, Emily!  Great job everyone!   
Thank you to all students who participated in this event. 

January 26th  
9:30-10:30 
Room 4 

 

RSVP 663-1121 

If you email pick -up 

changes to the  
 office, please be 

sure to include both Lee 
and  Mary Anne.  If one of 

us canôt access our email, 
the other will not know to 

call the teacher!  This also 

goes for emailing the 
teacher.  If there is a sub, 

the sub does not have  
access to the teacherôs 

email!  



 

Thank you, Clinton Rotary!  

Linda Beavers and Tom Houpert  from the Clinton Rotary Club visited all five third grade 

classrooms last month.  Our guests  brought a dictionary for every student.  The Rotary 

has been coming  to KES for several years making sure that every third grade student has 

their own dictionary.  Thank you, Clinton Rotary! 

KILLINGWORTH ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL JANUARY 2012 

VETERAN SENDS LETTER TO CLASS 
 

Below is a letter Mr. Edward Sherman sent to the students in Mary Ventresõ fourth grade class 
in response to thank you notes he received.  He was so proud after reading the notes the kids 
sent.  Mr. Edwards has been a guest at our Veteransõ Day Programs and has stayed to speak 
with the students.  He sent pictures of the USS Gustafson DE182 that he sailed on when he was 
in the Navy, as well as pictures of stormy seas and his wall with the kidsõ cards hanging on it.  
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Kindergarten students have been keeping busy with 
math activities that continue their exploration of 
numbers 1 -31 and beyond.   They have also begun work 
with shapes (square, circle, rectangle and triangle, 
hexagon and trapezoid) and how these shapes can be 
combined to build bigger shapes.   
   During our literacy lessons, students are adding to 
their list of sight words, expanding their ability to 
write lower case letters, exploring the difference be-
tween fiction and nonfiction, and continuing to build 
their reading stamina by practicing reading the books 
and poems in their reading boxes.  
   All three kindergarten classes have also begun preparations for 
Donut Day on January 27 th  by making clay donuts and a keepsake 
placemat, and practicing the two songs theyõll sing for their special 
visitor on that day!  

)Î ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ !ÒÔÓȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÁÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ  &ÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÁÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÒÄ ÏÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÍÉÎÁȢ  )Î -ÁÔÈȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÎÕÍȤ
ÂÅÒ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÁÃÔ ПÌÕÅÎÃÙȢ  )Î 7ÒÉÔÉÎÇȟ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ Á ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȟ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȢ   
)Î 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÁÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓȟ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ 
+ÉÎÇȟ *ÒȢ  )Î 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ 
ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ÕÎÉÔȢ 

 

Grade two students  spent two afternoons òtraveling to different countriesó and learning about a vari-

ety of traditions and holidays. The grade two students learned about La Befana, the Italian Ephinany 

witch, The Japanese New Year, Hanukkah, and Kwanza.  Children used their passports and colored in 

each country on the world map.   We will continue to learn about maps and find new countries on 

the hallway map when we read about them or they come up in class discussions.  In math we are 

working on identifying coins, as well as identifying the value of sets of money.  Our next unit in math 

is Geometry.  In reading we are working on features of nonfiction texts.  Our next  unit will be 

on making predictions.  Thank you to all of the wonderful grade two parent volunteers!  


